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PRIMARY AND SECONDARY CO-EDUCATION

It is my great pleasure to welcome you and your family to Balcombe Grammar School where
we provide a safe, nurturing and dynamic co-educational experience for all children from
Foundation through to Year 12. Our vibrant learning community values academic achievement,
creativity, a healthy lifestyle and service to others.
When it comes to your child and their future, few decisions in life hold the same significance
as selecting a school that is the right fit for them. It is a choice that not only has a pivotal
role in shaping who they are during their schooling years, but one that also plays a key
role in setting them up for life beyond the school gates. Understandably, when it comes
to making this decision, you are looking to provide them with every opportunity to feel
connected, to develop a love of learning, to be able to explore their passions both
inside and outside the classroom and to be happy. We believe that the safe and
supportive environment at Balcombe Grammar, built on the values of compassion,
confidence, curiosity, inclusion and optimism, allows us to provide this experience
for all children. Furthermore, it enables us to regularly challenge our students
to move out of their comfort zones and into their stretch zones and as a result,
make the most of their individual potential throughout their schooling journey.
At Balcombe Grammar we pride ourselves on our strong sense of community
spirit. The small student population size ensures that students in all year levels
are provided with opportunities to interact and learn from one another.
Our School is small enough for each student to be personally known and
recognised, yet large enough to offer an extensive range of opportunities
that assist our students to grow and develop as a well-rounded person.
Please take some time to read this document as it will provide you with
an overview of our academic, pastoral and co-curricular programs;;
however, to truly discover whether our school is the right fit for
your family, I encourage you to arrange a time to visit and tour our
beautiful school. During this visit you will have the opportunity to
meet our caring staff, wonderful students and most importantly
see our school in action.
I look forward to welcoming you and your family to Balcombe
Grammar School.

Mr Ross Patterson
Principal
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Our school motto is Visium, Varietas, Contendo, which translates to
‘Vision, Diversity and Endeavour’. The students are at the centre of
this motto at Balcombe Grammar School (BGS). Their wellbeing and
academic progress drives our actions each day as well as informs
our plans for the future.
Balcombe Grammar School, in partnership with families, provides the
resources, programs and culture in which students feel comfortable to
realise their potential. Students are encouraged to explore and celebrate
their talents as well as challenge themselves in a range of activities.
Our manageable student population enables the staff to know more
about each student and, in turn, students feel part of a caring and
productive community.
Balcombe Grammar School is committed to supporting democratic
principles within a Christian environment including:
•

Elected government
•

The rule of law
•

Equal rights for all before the law
•

Freedom of religion
•

Freedom of speech and association
•

The values of openness and tolerance
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OUR MISSION

INCLUSION

To provide a dynamic learning community,

We respect and value all members of our community, embracing

based on Christian values, committed to

with dignity, their talents, beliefs, backgrounds and ways of living.

the realisation of each student’s unique
potential.

OPTIMISM

OUR VISION
•

We believe that a positive mindset and a
confident hopefulness about the future is vital to

To prepare students to become

strengthen resilience and to underpin learning

enterprising and active global

through school and life.

citizens who exemplify our
values.
•

To provide a sustainable,
inclusive, high-quality
learning environment that
creates opportunities
for personal challenge

OUR
VALUES

COMPASSION
We respect the differences and
needs of others and we respond to

and success.

them in a kind and thoughtful way.

CURIOSITY
We question and explore the new, unusual
and interesting to better understand the
world around us and our place in it.

CONFIDENCE
We believe a caring and supportive environment
cultivates a feeling of self-assurance arising from an
appreciation of one’s own abilities and qualities.
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The curriculum at Balcombe Grammar School is designed to ensure
that students develop as people who take increasing responsibility
for their own well-being, learning, relationships with others and
their role in the local, national and global community.
The school is committed to providing an environment where
every student feels valued and able to achieve their full
potential through our five pillars.

a connected community

a learning community

a sustainable community

an enterprising community

a healthy community
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Students in their first year at school are supported by our caring and
professional staff to make a happy and independent transition from home
or pre-school to full time schooling. With just two classes at each year
level, students are well-known by all staff working with them.

In the early years there is a strong focus on the teaching and mastery of the
foundation skills of Reading, Writing and Mathematics.
Our school values underpin our wellbeing curriculum and are explicitly taught so
that students are able to develop and maintain positive relationships with staff
and their peers.
In our inquiry lessons, students explore and investigate concepts and create
new knowledge together whilst learning in the areas of Science, Geography
and History.
In addition to the core curriculum, students are taught by a range of
specialist teachers for;
•

Music, Media and Performing Arts
•

Visual Arts and Design Technology
•

French and Japanese
•

Physical Education.
Our well-resourced classrooms are vibrant, modern and spacious
allowing for a wide range of teaching styles catering for all
learners.
Technology is used to support and extend learning in the
early years, along with iPads and laptops this includes
programmable devices, simple coding and wireless
technology.
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In Years 3 to 6, we build on our early years’ curriculum, preparing students
for Secondary schooling through developing greater responsibility and love
for their learning. Students are provided with the opportunity to explore,
investigate, discover, create and consolidate their developing knowledge,
skills, understanding and attitudes.
From Year 3 to 6 there is an ongoing focus on developing high standards in English and
Mathematics. Our Reading Workshop approach ensures students extend and maintain
their love of reading, resulting in greater independence and reading stamina. Writing
lessons at BGS provide a creative context and engaging framework for students to
learn the craft of writing through the use of the Talk for Writing approach.
Awarded Active Maths Status by the Mathematics Association of Victoria, our
lessons are engaging whilst targeting specific developmentally appropriate skills.
Staff are trained by respected industry professionals who maintain an ongoing
relationship with the school.
Our wellbeing curriculum continues to provide students with opportunities
to develop their social and emotional skills through Circle Time, Restorative
Practices and the broadening of our Active Community Program.
Digital literacy is essential for success in the 21st century. Students are
engaged in programs that promote critical thinking, problem solving
and collaboration through the use of technology.
Performing Arts provides opportunities in Media, Drama and Music
culminating in the Year 6 Shakespeare production.
Global Citizenship is fostered through learning both the French
and Japanese languages in addition to the study of the cultures of
Australia’s near neighbours.
Physical Education is part of a holistic Wellbeing program and
the curriculum is designed to foster enjoyment in physical
activity thus promoting life long active citizens. Students are
able to compete at School, Interschool, District and Zone
levels in a number of sports.
Students are well prepared for a smooth transition
into Year 7 through our carefully planned wellbeing
curriculum which fosters the growth of confidence,
resilience and inclusion.
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From Year 7 to 8, our emphasis is on an effective transition from
Primary to Secondary School. As students move into an extended
range of subjects, the curriculum prioritises the consolidation of
core skills in literacy and numeracy, developing new routines and
maintaining the joy of learning in a new context.
If students learn to love learning they set themselves up for a successful
Secondary education.
Year 7 to 8 at Balcombe Grammar School is structured around a curriculum
that provides strong foundations for future studies.
A curriculum focused on key skills ensures development of knowledge
and skills across a range of key learning areas. Students are challenged
academically and are supported in developing new learning routines
they’ll need in future years.
In Year 7, students study a range of ‘traditional’ core studies,
including English, Mathematics, Humanities, Science, Physical
Education and Religion. Students experience a semester of
language study in Japanese and a semester of French and a
range of specialist subjects including Studio Art & Design,
Performing Arts, Digital Makers and Product Design and
Technology. Involvement in an Active Community Program
completes the program.
In Year 8 the program continues with specialist subjects
including Media Performance, Ceramics, Computer Aided
Design and Manufacturing and Graphic Art and Design.
The move from Primary to Secondary is an academic
and social transition that is carefully structured and
supported.
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Year 9 students need to be actively engaged in their learning. The Year 9
program at Balcombe Grammar School balances curriculum in traditional
disciplines to enhance literacy and numeracy, with opportunities for
holistic, connected learning designed to develop a range of 21C skills.
It is an active, challenging curriculum that fosters and rewards student
investment, energy and enterprise.
Typically, Year 9 students are undergoing dramatic physical and neurological changes
that challenge schools to respond to their needs. The Year 9 Program at Balcombe
Grammar School is specifically designed to foster student investment in their
school life through a program of authentic learning experiences, based on a
mastery model, while maintaining core time for core disciplines.
Each Year 9 student is supported by the curriculum, staff, parents and their
peers to make an investment in their own learning. We know, that to be really
engaged, students have to care about the outcomes of their learning and
need to put some of themselves into their learning. Their opinions, their
goals, their ability to seek feedback and their preparedness to have their
ideas tested, all lead to greater investment in what they are doing. This
invested approach, in turn, leads to greater opportunities for growth.
The Year 9 Program itself is built around a rotating cycle of six-week
experiences, carefully designed to build student engagement through
a personalised learning model. Students in the Year 9 Program
are actively engaged, making choices and developing life-long,
transferable skills.
Assessment in the Year 9 Program is based on a mastery or
proficiency model, allowing students multiple attempts to
demonstrate understanding and celebrating their achievement
through production, performance or portfolio outcomes.
Critically, Year 9 at Balcombe Grammar School also prioritises
core time for the continuing development of literacy and
numeracy. English, Maths, Languages Other than English
(French or Japanese), Global Studies and Physical
Education are year-long disciplines that all students
continue to undertake.
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In the senior years, students experience a core and elective curriculum that
provides them with a breadth of choice. Students come into Year 10 with
their first truly personalised pathway and leave Year 12 with the skills,
knowledge and personal capacities to succeed in a world beyond school.
Closely aligned with Unit 1 and 2 of the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE),
Year 10 is an important stage in a student’s learning journey, marking the point of
transition into the senior years of schooling.
Typically, it is also a year in which students begin to consolidate their interests,
skills and dispositions into pathways for future study.
The Year 10 program at Balcombe Grammar School allows students to select
from more than forty subject options, including a range of subjects which
provide for acceleration into the VCE.
Students in Year 10 are given increased responsibility for their course
selection and begin to develop more individualised pathways. Core
offerings in English, Maths, Science and the Humanities ensure all senior
pathways remain open to students, whilst a broad elective program
gives them opportunities to develop skills and experience in a range
of interest areas. Students in Year 10 may also choose to extend
themselves by undertaking a Unit 1 and 2 VCE subject.
In Years 11 and 12, students undertake the VCE and choose from
a rich and diverse range of subject offerings enabling students to
specialise in areas of interest and requirement for future studies
and career options. In the VCE, students generally study six
subjects in Year 11 and five in Year 12.
In addition, Balcombe also offers Vocational Education and
Training (VCE-VET) options for senior students. The breadth
of these pathways, along with the large number of subjects
offered, ensures students can undertake courses that
appeal to their interests, aptitudes and aspirations.
Through the senior years, career counsellors and
specialist teaching staff support students in their
course planning, tertiary selection and to plan courses
that help meet aspirations beyond school.
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Developing creativity through the Arts is also a vital part of the
culture at Balcombe Grammar School. Students enjoy participating in
Performing and Visual Art lessons and they are also able to develop
their instrumental skills in individual or small group classes.
PERFORMING ARTS
Opportunities to develop skills in the Performing Arts are offered from
Foundation to Year 12 at Balcombe Grammar.
Participation in the Performing Arts develops collaboration, listening,
confidence and creativity. Many students who pursue this area into senior
pathways develop high proficiency, allowing them to pursue their passion
as a vocational option.
In addition to the structured classes, students also develop their
skills through our Co-curricular offerings, contributing to choirs,
ensembles, bands, plays and school productions.

VISUAL ARTS
Students at BGS enjoy a range of Visual Arts programs.
In addition to Studio Arts, they also take part in Visual
Communication and Product Design Technology.
Staff introduce students to a range of resources from very
modern Computer-Aided-Design and Manufacture through
to more traditional ceramics and printing and drawing
techniques.
Student work is displayed throughout the school, in
exhibitions both internally at school and in external
galleries. In this way, students know their efforts
and talents are valued and celebrated in our wider
community.
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In the future, we will need to be able to think beyond one
discipline. In a world where information is at our fingertips,
students who are able to connect traditional areas showing
innovative and creative applications will enjoy the most success.
A sense of curiosity combined with a craving for creativity is at the heart
of STEAM at BGS. Encouraged across the school, this brings the best of
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics together.
By adding the Arts component to traditional STEM learning,
Balcombe students have an opportunity to learn in a personalised
way.
Balcombe enjoys a learning partnership with Chisholm TAFE,
which sees students studying STEAM in an electronic laboratory.
In addition to acquiring practical electronic knowledge,
students have the added bonus of collaborating in a tertiary
environment.
Creativity through Science is also incorporated into the
Primary years with Year 5 students studying the Physics
concepts behind roller coasters, Year 2 students creating
igloos from recycled milk bottles as they study Antarctica
and Year 4 students creating circuits to make a robot.
Our Primary School participates in a global project
called ‘The Hour of Code’, aimed at giving all students
an opportunity to write computer programs.
The school has taken this approach to deliver
sequential concept development and ready
students for further studies in sciences. During
the Primary and Middle years we aim to
challenge thinking while nurturing their
persistence in collaborative situations.
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Students learn best when they are actively involved and BGS provides a
variety of environments and platforms for students to enjoy testing their
limits. The ultimate goal is to instill a positive attitude towards a healthy
lifestyle and recreational activities.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
At Balcombe Grammar School we recognise that physical activity and a healthy
lifestyle are essential components of the developing student.
Balcombe provides our students with opportunities to participate in a wide variety
of activities throughout their time at the school.
Balcombe Grammar students can participate in varying levels of competitive
activities ranging from House events through to State-level competition. Thus,
depending on their capabilities, the appropriate level of activity is accessible
to every student.
Our focus is for students to participate with a high degree of
sportsmanship and thrive on the opportunity to interact with peers.
The program also allows students to demonstrate competency in
many movement patterns while applying themselves to learning and
developing motor skills.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
The Outdoor Education Program at Balcombe Grammar offers a
diverse backdrop for building confidence and friendships.
From the first movie night with Foundation students to
international travel in the Senior School, taking students out of
their regular environments into diverse ones is highly valued
at BGS for its educative and character-building benefits.
Outdoor experiences lay a solid foundation so learning can
thrive through school years and beyond.
Outdoor challenges highlight individual strengths
that may not be apparent in a classroom setting.
An unfamiliar environment allows students to see
each other in unique, shared scenarios that beckon
interactions and friendships.
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The wellbeing of our students is a whole-school priority at Balcombe Grammar.
Staff, families and students understand the important role each person plays
in the support of the school’s culture and our students’ safety.
BGS is an inclusive community. Each person is valued and encouraged to grow and to
challenge themselves.
Programs such as the Active Community Program and the Buddy Program embed
positive mental and physical health outcomes into the curriculum. Our programs are
informed by current best practice in psychology and neurology and are refined or
updated in line with advances in these areas.
Social and emotional skills are taught with increasing complexity as children
develop into adulthood. Classes upskill students for the full range of emotional
experiences.
Students understand how to contribute to their own and others’ happiness
while also developing ways of managing a range of emotions such as sadness
and fear. Positive attributes such as courage are developed by experiencing
and learning to manage emotional states.
The broad range of experiences at BGS ensure these skills can be applied
in a range of environments and situations. Sporting events, camps,
markets and school productions all provide the ideal context for
authentic social and emotional learning.

RESTORATIVE PRACTICE
At BGS we value positive relationships. Rather than a blame,
punishment or shame approach, the community at BGS seeks
to teach, learn, maintain and restore positive and productive
relationships.

CHILD SAFE
Balcombe Grammar School is committed to the safety,
participation and empowerment of all children. We
have zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations
and safety concerns will be treated very seriously and
consistently with our policies and procedures.
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Balcombe Grammar School has been architecturally designed to
be in sympathy with our surroundings. The classrooms are wellappointed with modern IT resources, passive solar design, along
with reverse cycle air-conditioning in each room, ensuring the
atmosphere in the classroom is always conducive to engaged
learning.
Students enjoy a range of specialty rooms including Science, Performing
and Visual Arts, Music Tuition, Library, Technology, Gymnasium, Oval,
Synthetic Sports Fields and Playgrounds.
Students and staff at Balcombe Grammar School are fortunate to
enjoy modern facilities. The teaching spaces have been designed to
enhance learning, incorporating technology and resources to allow
students and staff flexibility in the way they develop their skills
and knowledge.
The Senior Centre opened in 2019, creating even greater
opportunities for our community. The facility includes an
extensive resource centre, a commercial kitchen, VCE
classrooms and several tutorial rooms as well as a generous
common room for students.
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Throughout the year we schedule a number of school tours and open
days for the Primary and Secondary School. Our school tours are
conducted during normal school hours in order to show exactly how
our school functions every day. During these tours we walk through
the campus viewing the main facilities and visiting classrooms. All
members of the family are welcome to attend.
Balcombe Grammar School, located in Mount Martha on the Mornington
Peninsula, is a co-educational school from Foundation to Year 12.
The main intake years for new students are Foundation, Year 7 and Senior
School (Years 10-12). Vacancies are offered at other year levels when a
current student leaves.
Along with reviewing the School Prospectus, parents wishing to enrol
their child/ren may contact the School to join one of the upcoming
school tours or open days. During this time, families are encouraged
to assess how the school’s values and philosophies align with their
own aspirations.
Before or after the tour, families are welcome to complete an
enrolment form and return it to the School with the appropriate
application fee. A letter and receipt will be forwarded to you
and your child/ren will be placed on our waiting list.
You may also receive an invitation for you and your child/
ren to attend a meeting with School staff. Please note that
this invitation is no guarantee of a position at the School.
The meeting is to familiarise our staff with your child/ren’s
needs and provide information about our programs.
If a place is available, a letter of offer will be forwarded
to you along with the appropriate enrolment
documentation.
If you wish to know more about our School please
phone our Enrolments office on 03 5970 1100 or
visit www.balcombegrammar.vic.edu.au.
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