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MISSION, VISION AND VALUES

OUR MISSION

To provide a dynamic learning community, based on Christian values, committed to the realisation of 
each student’s unique potential. 

OUR VISION

•     To prepare students to become enterprising and active global citizens who exemplify our values.

•     To provide a sustainable, inclusive, high-quality learning environment that creates opportunities 
for personal challenge and success. 

OUR 
VALUES

INCLUSION
We respect and value all members of our community, embracing with dignity, 
their talents, beliefs, backgrounds and ways of living. 

CONFIDENCE
We believe a caring and supportive environment cultivates a feeling of self-
assurance arising from an appreciation of one’s own abilities and qualities.  

CURIOSITY
We question and explore the new, unusual and interesting 
to better understand the world around us and our place in it. 

COMPASSION
We respect the differences and needs of 
others and we respond to them in a kind and 
thoughtful way.  

OPTIMISM
We believe that a positive mindset and a confident 
hopefulness about the future is vital to strengthen resilience 
and to underpin learning through school and life. 
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Ms Emily Cheshire 
Head of Year 8

Welcome to Year 8 at Balcombe Grammar School and the exciting opportunities it presents to students. 

Year 8 can be a wonderful year for students to set the foundations for their future school career. Gone 
are the nerves of a new school or the change from primary into secondary and the opportunity to set 
routines for study and engagement in school life are aplenty.

Additionally, students can explore the plethora of activities on offer here at BGS as well as starting to 
think about their subject choices as they move towards senior school.

Along with the students classroom teachers and tutors, it is my role as Head of Year 8 to work with 
students and families to ensure each child enjoys school and performs to their potential. 

Here in Year 8 our focuses are independence, perseverance, and aspiration. Through a welcoming 
experience in our J Block, with the freshly renovated outdoor area, it is hoped that our students can 
utilize the support from their teachers to help achieve these goals and achieve their own personal bests. I 
look forward to working with you all throughout the year.

Year 8 at Balcombe Grammar aims to embed the foundations of good study habits and positive 
relationships that have begun in Year 7 and that form the basis for much of Secondary School success.

Students who have a confident and optimistic mindset, good working relationships with teachers and 
positive social networks can be expected to thrive as they move into the more senior years.

Year 8 is intended to build those skills and dispositions for all students and help all students enjoy their 
school life.

Mrs Lyndal Runge 
Deputy Principal - Secondary (7-12)
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BGS 
LEARNING

QUALITY 
FEEDBACK

We make student 
thinking visible and 

continuously provide 
high quality and timely 

feedback. Students 
are encouraged 
to reflect on the 

feedback provided to 
move their learning 

forward.

POSITIVE 
RELATIONSHIPS
We as a community 
embrace our school 
values and we ask 
that all community 
members are kind 
and respectful to 

one another.

SUPPORTIVE AND 
ENCOURAGING 
ENVIRONMENT

We work hard to ensure 
that all students are 

supported both in and out 
of the classroom from an 
academic and wellbeing 

perspective. Positive 
partnerships are valued 
between the School and 

parents/carers.

HIGH EXPECTATIONS
We challenge our students to 

develop resilience and a growth 
mindset through learning from 
their mistakes, to think critically 

and be aspirational.

VARIED TEACHING STRATEGIES
Using our extensive subject knowledge we 
aim to develop classes that are evidence-

based and include authentic and rich learning 
tasks. These classes have clear intentions, 

support collaboration, include metacognitive 
strategies, are differentiated and cater to the 

needs of all students.
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CORE SUBJECTS SPECIALIST SUBJECTS

LANGUAGES 

French Japanese Learning 
Support

Please Note: Final subject offerings are subject 
to change based on sufficient student demand, 
availability of teaching staff and any resource and 
timetabling constraints.

YEAR 8

ENGLISH

MATHEMATICS

SCIENCE

HUMANITIES

ACTIVE COMMUNITY PROGRAM

FAITH AND WELLBEING

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

DIGITAL MAKERS

VISUAL ART

PERFORMING ARTS

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

MULTIMEDIA & MUSIC

ASSEMBLY

TUTOR TIME



SCHOOL DATES AND UNIFORM 2022

Term 1
Friday 28 January (Year 7 and 12 only) - Friday 8 April 2022

Term 2
Wednesday 27 April - Friday 24 June 2022

Term 3
Tuesday 19 July - Friday 16 September 2022

Term 4
Tuesday 4 October - Friday 2 December 2022

Please note that the school hat is considered 
part of the Summer uniform and is to be worn 
when students are outside during terms 1 and 
4. This includes recess, lunch, excursion and 
Physical Education.

Students are required to wear their 
blazer to and from school each day and 
for all formal school events including 
assemblies.

At the beginning of Term 2 and 4 as the 
seasons change, there is a two week 
change over period where students 
may elect to wear either summer or 
winter uniform. 

DAILY ROUTINE
The school day starts with 
Tutor Group at 8:40 am. It is 
important that all students 
arrive in time to ensure they 
are ready and organised for 
the day.
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BELL TIMES

YEAR 8 HANDBOOK 2022   |   13

ABSENCE
When students are absent from school parents are 
requested to phone the school by 9am on 5970 1111 (24 
hour voicemail). For reasons of duty of care the school will 
endeavour to communicate with you by text message if a 
phone call has not been received. 

You may also email: absentees@balcombegrammar.vic.edu.
au to report your child’s absence.

Tutor Group 8:40am - 8:48am

Period 1 8:50am - 9:40am

Period 2 9:42am - 10:32am

Recess 10:32am – 10:58am

Period 3 10:58am - 11:48am

Period 4 11:50am - 12:40pm

Lunch 12:40pm – 1:23pm

Period 5 1:23pm - 2:13pm

Period 6 2:15pm - 3:05pm

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME
We do not encourage holidays during term time. For 
upcoming extended school absences parents are required 
to contact reception and tutors prior to the break. This will 
ensure the child has plenty of opportunity to catch up with 
their teachers, giving them the best opportunity to stay up 
to date with school work.

In addition parents are required to complete a leave of 
absence form which can ve obtained via reception or Head 
of Sub-School.

HOMEWORK

Students are expected to do the following amount of 
homework:

F - Year 1 ......................................... 10 minutes daily reading

Year 2 - 3 ......................................... 15 minutes daily reading

Year 4 - 5 .....................20 minutes x 3 nights + daily reading

Year 6 ..........................30 minutes x 3 nights + daily reading

Year 7 - 8 ............................45 minutes - 1 hour per night

Year 9 ....................................................... 1.5 hours per night

Year 10 ................................................ 1.5 - 2 hours per night

Year 11 ...................................................... 2-3 hours per night

Year 12 .....................................................3-4 hours per night

IMPORTANT DATES

Year 8 Camp  ......................................................................................................................................... 2022 Date TBC

Year 9 Program Launch  ........................................................................................................................ 2022 Date TBC 



STUDENT CONDUCT
Balcombe Grammar School exists as a place where a 
complete education may be undertaken in a helpful and co-
operative environment.

To develop such an environment it is necessary to provide 
more than facilities for classes and cultural activity; 
we need to have an atmosphere which will foster the 
development of the soul, mind, body and character.

It is important therefore, that all associated with 
the life of the School regard themselves and other 
persons with dignity, courtesy and respect, that 
they learn the importance of co-operating in 
a Christian community with diverse interests 
and traditions, but with a common concern for 
the well being of all its members and for the 
promotion of Christian values. Being enrolled 
at the School acknowledges acceptance by 
students, parents and guardians, of the 
Code of Conduct.

SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS
The rights and indeed responsibilities 
of the individuals that make up the 
Balcombe Grammar community can 
be simplified into the four categories 
below. These rights extend to 
students, teachers, families, and 
visitors to our school.

•  Everyone has a right to be 
    treated in a caring and 
    friendly manner
•  Everyone has the right to 
    be safe
•  Everyone has the right to 
    have their belongings 
    and property treated 
    with respect

•  Everyone has the 
    right to learn

Constant breaches 
of school rules 
or serious 
misbehaviour will 
be dealt with by 
the School in 
consultation 
with the 
student and 
parents.
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RESTRICTIONS
Certain items are inappropriate and must not be brought 
to school. These include:
1.  Knives of any kind/guns, toys or otherwise
2.  Skateboards, scooters or roller blades
3.  Steel rulers
4. Electronic equipment, such as iPods, Gameboys, MP3 

players, Nintendo DS, etc.
5.  Cricket balls
6.  Liquid paper
7.  Matches, cigarettes, lighters
8.  Fire crackers
9.  Chewing gum
10.  Aerosol cans e.g. deodorants should be roll-on
11.  Make-up
12. Offensive material

No responsibility will be taken for the safety of valuables 
brought to school.

MOBILE PHONE RULES
The school has a set of detailed policies for supporting 
healthy mobile phone usage on campus grounds. For full 
details please refer to the Mobile Phone Policy located on 
the BGS Intranet under Online Documents > Policies.

ALCOHOL / DRUGS / SMOKING
No student is permitted to have in her/his possession - 
lighters, matches, cigarettes, tobacco, alcohol, illicit drugs 
or other illegal substances on the school premises, at 
school functions, rehearsals or practices, or in any other 
circumstances while wearing any part of the school uniform 
or whilst representing the school.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
As members of the Balcombe Grammar School community, 
students are expected to take pride in the school uniform 
and wear it appropriately at all times.

For camps and excursions, students will be advised as 
to the appropriate clothing. For attendance at events 
arranged by the school, students will normally be required 
to wear school uniform unless advised otherwise.

All uniforms required by students, both academic and 
sporting can be purchased from The Bounty Shop.

For full details please refer to our School Uniform 
Guidelines.

SCHOOL OBJECTIVES

1. Religious and Spiritual
 To provide a learning environment in which the school 

supports parents and churches in the growth and 
nurture of students in the christian faith; to enable 
students to experience the freedom to share and 
express the christian faith; to develop in students 
a spiritual awareness of god’s presence and god’s 
call to live lives of compassion and service; to offer 
experiences of christian living through the study of the 
bible, prayers and worship of god. 

2. Relationships and Pastoral Care
 To foster meaningful relationships between teachers 

and students, with the teacher as the role model, 
to encourage both teachers and students to initiate 
positive interactions; to encourage such honesty within 
the school community that mutual trust, respect, 
and true discipline can grow and develop, and each 
individual student be properly known and recognised.

3. Academic and Elective Programs
 Balcombe offers a broad range of academic and 

elective programs allowing students to discover and 
ultimately focus their passion. The development 
of a daily routine including homework supports 
students in becoming lifelong learners. This program 
also contributes to the fulfilment of academic 
and leadership potential; critical, analytical and 
independent thinking.

4.  Art, Drama, Music, Sport
 Participation in co-curricular activities encourages a 

sense of fair play and  sportsmanship while promoting a 
healthy lifestyle and fitness. These programs encourage 
an effective use of leisure time within and outside 
school, the development of moral character, self-
esteem and a sense of responsibility.

5. The Wider School Community
 To form a community in which all the participating 

bodies – the churches, the board, the council, the staff, 
the students, the parents and friends – are all involved 
together in creating a harmonious and stimulating 
atmosphere in which the students can develop a 
feeling of self-worth, a sincere respect for others, and a 
sense of personal responsibility and commitment to the 
school and to the wider community.

https://intranet.balcombegrammar.vic.edu.au/homepage/7478
https://intranet.balcombegrammar.vic.edu.au/homepage/7478
https://www.balcombegrammar.vic.edu.au/enrolments/uniform/
https://www.balcombegrammar.vic.edu.au/enrolments/uniform/


PASTORAL CARE / CIRCLE TIME
Pastoral Care is an integral part of every classroom at 
Balcombe Grammar School.  Possibly the most prevalent 
activity during Pastoral Care in each classroom is Circle 
Time.  Circle Time is an excellent time for discussion in 
a safe and respectful environment.  It is a time to share 
feelings, thoughts and ideas about a topic or an issue.  
Each student is able to feel comfortable to have their 
say, without fear of criticism or pressure.  It is an 
excellent opportunity to play cooperative games, role 
play tricky situations and have fun together.  

RESTORATIVE PRACTICE
We are a restorative practice school that work 
with students to resolve problems. This process 
involves reflecting on what happened, who 
was affected and how we can fix the issue. As 
well as using circles to educate, they are also 
used outside of the classroom to problem 
solve or restore relationships.

SCHOOL COUNSELLORS
The school counsellors are available to 
work with children or parents where 
the social and emotional needs 
of a child cannot be met by the 
usual classroom based pastoral 
programs delivered by the child’s 
teacher. The counsellors’ work 
with students is, generally, 
short term and they will assist 
in the onward referral of more 
serious challenges. Should 
you feel you need their 
support, please contact 
your child’s class teacher.
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PASTORAL SUPPORT
In addition to our school counsellors, Cindy Waters, our 
school chaplain is available to support the pastoral and 
spiritual needs of our community. She is a regular visitor to 
classrooms, the playground and assemblies and is a very 
familiar figure to our students.

TUTOR
A student’s tutor is a key support person for your child. 
Students meet with their tutor one full period a cycle, 
attend Assembly with them and often teach the class for at 
least one core subject. Students are also able to connect 
wirth their tutor through events such as Year 7 transition 
and excursions, Year 7 Camp, House Sports carnivals, the 
Active Community Program (ACP) and Buddy Days.

FAITH AND WELLBEING SESSIONS
Faith and Wellbeing sessions are a good opportunity for 
personal growth. This time can be used to work through 
current personal, class or cohort issues. 

HEALTH
Regular attendance at school is very important for all 
children, however, children who are unwell should not be 
sent to school. Please do not send your child to school 
if they have a bad cold as these spread easily to other 
children and members of staff.

If your child is sick at school, you will be contacted. Please 
ensure the school has your current home address and 
home/business/mobile phone numbers and two alternative 
emergency numbers in case parents are unable to be 
contacted.

MEDICATION POLICY
Essential medication, such as antibiotics, when sent must 
include the student‘s name, year level, dosage and times 
of medication. This medication must be given to the school 
nurse by the parent and the relevant forms completed. All 
medication is administered by a staff member and signed 
off by another. Students must not carry any form of 
medication on them other than an asthma inhaler.

IMMUNISATION POLICY
It is the policy of the School that parents supply proof 
of their child‘s current immunisation status upon 
commencement. This would include the recent changes to 
government recommendations regarding the second MMR 
(measles, mumps, rubella) vaccination. This dose is now due 
prior to school entry at 4 to 5 years of age.

FOOD ALLERGIES
In light of the increasing number of children with life 
threatening allergies, we ask that no nuts or nut products 
are brought to school. This includes peanut butter and 
nutella sandwiches.

HEAD LICE

Helpful Hints
• Using the conditioner and comb method every week is 

the best way to detect head lice early and minimise the 
problem.

• Tying back hair can help prevent the spread of head 
lice.

Treatment Choices
• Chemical: Treat and comb to remove the head lice and 

eggs; and repeat in 7 days.
• Non-chemical: Use conditioner and comb to remove 

the head lice and eggs; and repeat every 2 days until 
no live lice have been found for 10 days.

STUDENT INSURANCE
All students have 24 hour, 365 days per year insurance 
cover provided by the school under the Association 
of Independent Schools of Victoria Student Accident 
Insurance plan. The policy relates to accidents, not illness, 
and covers non-Medicare medical expenses. Any accident 
which may result in a claim should be documented by a 
school accident report. Expenses incurred should be paid 
by the parents of the injured student and then claimed by 
obtaining a claim form from the office.

In the case of an emergency when an ambulance is 
required to take a student to hospital, the cost of the 
ambulance is not covered necessarily by the school. As 
you can appreciate, if we are in any doubt of a student’s 
condition, our policy is to ring an ambulance. It is therefore 
our recommendation that you join Ambulance Victoria 
by calling 1300 366 141 or visit their website at www.
ambulance.vic.gov.au
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