
a connected com
m

unity

YEAR 9 HANDBOOK 
2023



Mission, Vision and Values .......................................................3

Welcome to Year 9 at BGS ...............................................4 - 5

Student Wellbeing ........................................................6 - 7

Learning at Balcombe Grammar ................................8 - 9

Year 9 Curriculum ................................................ 10 - 11 

Year 9 Core Subjects ........................................ 12 - 13

Year 9 STRIVE Experiences ............................ 14 - 15

Pop-Up ........................................................ 16 - 17

Show and Tell ........................................... 18 - 19

Our Place ...............................................20 - 21

STEM ..................................................22 - 23

2   |   YEAR 9 HANDBOOK 2023



MISSION, VISION AND VALUES

OUR MISSION

To provide a dynamic learning community, based on Christian values, committed to the realisation of 
each student’s unique potential. 

OUR VISION

•     To prepare students to become enterprising and active global citizens who exemplify our values.

•     To provide a sustainable, inclusive, high-quality learning environment that creates opportunities 
for personal challenge and success. 

OUR 
VALUES

INCLUSION
We respect and value all members of our community, embracing with dignity, 
their talents, beliefs, backgrounds and ways of living. 

CONFIDENCE
We believe a caring and supportive environment cultivates a feeling of self-
assurance arising from an appreciation of one’s own abilities and qualities.  

CURIOSITY
We question and explore the new, unusual and interesting 
to better understand the world around us and our place in it. 

COMPASSION
We respect the differences and needs of 
others and we respond to them in a kind and 
thoughtful way.  

OPTIMISM
We believe that a positive mindset and a confident 
hopefulness about the future is vital to strengthen resilience 
and to underpin learning through school and life. 

YEAR 9 HANDBOOK 2023   |   3



4   |   YEAR 9 HANDBOOK 2023

Year 9 is an important developmental year for students as they leave 
the formative program of Years 7 and 8 and enter a stage

where they typically look to ask questions, take action and work 
closely with their peers. Year 9 at BGS continues a focus on literacy 
and numeracy but also recognises the changed needs of students 
at this age through the Innovative Year 9 Program.

The Year 9 Program at BGS is designed to respond to the 
particular needs of our Year 9 students. It is engaging, 
enjoyable, innovative and authentic and focuses on the 
‘Twenty-First Skills’ such as creativity, problem-solving, 
collaboration, digital fluency and enterprise. In a time of 
great change, it helps build skills that will hold our students 
in good stead for the

future. This program is a highlight of the students time 
at BGS and provides them with further opportunities to 
identify their passions, strengths and the opportunities 
that await them beyond school. 

We look forward to seeing our students take 
charge of their learning and develop skills and 
understanding that will be applicable to all areas of 
their future.

Mrs Lyndal Runge
Deputy Principal -  
Secondary (7-12)
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Mr Peter Dodd 
Head of Year 9

Year 9 is a year that helps to prepare students for the transition into senior school and for life beyond the 
school gates. As the students continue to develop a range of foundational skills and knowledge in core subject 
areas, they are also challenged to take greater responsibility for their learning, and to refine their approach to 
learning. End of Semester exams provide an added focus and motivation for students to take their academic 
studies seriously and provide valuable opportunities to trial different strategies.

Year 9 is also when students become immersed in the innovative and future-focused STRIVE program. 
Incorporating a City camp, students will engage in a range of experiences that link to the various 
experiences they will complete throughout the year. The program aims to challenge students to 
step outside their comfort zone and aid their personal development. Students develop a range of 
transferable skills, such as collaboration, effective communication, problem solving, presenting, and 
enterprise. Their knowledge and understanding is showcased through a variety of authentic projects 
and presentation evenings; their efforts recognised through the awarding of Digital Credentials.

For many students, the social dynamics take on an increased level of importance in Year 9. Faced 
with the strong desire to ‘fit in’, students will be assisted in developing a greater sense of personal 
identity, focused on their values, and encouraged to appreciate the diversity in their cohort, and 
to positively contribute to the community.

Year 9 Wellbeing Program

The Wellbeing Program for Year 9 at Balcombe Grammar aims to support students in their 
social and emotional development. It equips students with the skills and knowledge to 
help them lead healthy and productive lives, to form good habits, and to have a positive 
influence on those around them.

Every student has a tutor teacher is a welcoming figure each morning in tutor group. 
They also have a tutor period together once a fortnight. The activities focus on 
building connections with the school and their peers, as well as support with learning 
strategies. Opportunities are also taken to develop their leadership skills with the 
Year 9s fulfilling the role of buddies to Year 4 students.

Faith and Wellbeing classes each week look at a variety of age-appropriate, 
targeted topics, such as online safety and digital citizenship, drug and alcohol 
awareness and mental health. Students develop academic and extra-curricular 
goals for each semester. They are also taken through processes to develop their 
time-management skills and organise a study schedule to be used at home. 
Sexual Health Victoria provide educational sessions that help students to learn 
about healthy relationships.

Specialised workshops with preventative mental health and emotional 
intelligence facilitators can have a transformative effect on the group. 
Sessions focus on helping students identify the barriers that stop them 
from being themselves and fully self-expressed. They aim to support the 
psychological, social, and emotional development of young adolescents 
as they become young adults, and equip them with the skills to support 
one another, and seek help when they need it.
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BGS
WELLBEING

STUDENT VOICE 
We value and nurture authentic 

student participation.

HEALTHY 
ENVIRONMENT

We provide 
a supportive 

environment that 
prioritises the 

physical, emotional 
and spiritual 

wellbeing of the 
community.

LEADERSHIP
We model and 
develop staff 
and student 
leadership to 

inspire our school 
community.

CONNECTEDNESS
We promote an inclusive and 

supportive school culture.

VALUES
We embrace the School values of 
compassion, confidence, curiosity, 

inclusion and optimism.

POSITIVE 
RELATIONSHIPS

We build effective 
student, teacher, 

family and community 
interactions.
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Welcome to Year 9 - a ‘journey of experiences’

At Balcombe Grammar we design our Year 9 curriculum to ensure that all 
students are provided with opportunities to build upon the key skills and 
knowledge developed in Years 7 and 8. Year 9 is a year where you will 
continue to develop your skills, knowledge and understanding in the core 
areas of English, Mathematics, Languages and Science; where you will 
participate in Physical Education classes and learn about important health 
concepts specific to your age group. Faith & Wellbeing will also provide 
you with an opportunity to explore and continue to develop into a 
young adolescent.  

Working in parallel with these core subjects our Year 9 students will 
also participate in Year 9 STRIVE, our award-winning program that 
will see them undertake four distinct experiences that will provide 
each student with a broad range of learning pursuits to achieve 
their personal best. Each student is also supported to go beyond 
their comfort zone in the development of key transferable skills 
that will prepare them for a what lies beyond the Balcombe 
school gates in what is an ever changing world.

To further assist with this Balcombe Year 9 students also 
have the opportunity to earn digital credentials. Digital 
credentials are a graphical representation of a student’s 
abilities and skills, combined with a verifiable description 
of the knowledge and activities it took each individual to 
earn that credential. They allow us to properly recognise 
students for demonstrating competencies and skills 
and these credentials belong and are accessible to the 
students even after they complete their education at 
Balcombe Grammar School.

Mrs Celia Mara 
Head of Teaching  
and Learning (F-12)
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Mrs Celia Mara 
Head of Teaching  
and Learning (F-12)

BGS 
LEARNING

QUALITY 
FEEDBACK

We make student 
thinking visible and 

continuously provide 
high quality and timely 

feedback. Students 
are encouraged 
to reflect on the 

feedback provided to 
move their learning 

forward.

POSITIVE 
RELATIONSHIPS
We as a community 
embrace our school 
values and we ask 
that all community 
members are kind 
and respectful to 

one another.

SUPPORTIVE AND 
ENCOURAGING 
ENVIRONMENT

We work hard to ensure 
that all students are 

supported both in and out 
of the classroom from an 
academic and wellbeing 

perspective. Positive 
partnerships are valued 
between the School and 

parents/carers.

HIGH EXPECTATIONS
We challenge our students to 

develop resilience and a growth 
mindset through learning from 
their mistakes, to think critically 

and be aspirational.

VARIED TEACHING STRATEGIES
Using our extensive subject knowledge we 
aim to develop classes that are evidence-

based and include authentic and rich learning 
tasks. These classes have clear intentions, 

support collaboration, include metacognitive 
strategies, are differentiated and cater to the 

needs of all students.
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CORE SUBJECTS

YEAR 9 STRIVE

YEAR 9

ENGLISH MATHEMATICS SCIENCE

HEALTH AND  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION FAITH & WELLBEING FRENCH OR JAPANESE

(if studied in Year 8)

POP-UP

SHOW AND TELL

OUR PLACE

STEM
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ENGLISH

The study of English is central to the development of all young Australians. It 
contributes to the creation of confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and 
informed citizens. It is through the study of English that individuals learn to analyse, 
understand, communicate and interact with others and with the world around them.

In Year 9 English, students develop and build their capacity in the core learning areas 
of reading and viewing, writing and speaking and listening. Students engage with a range of ideas, 
cultures, texts and forms drawn from classic and contemporary literature, media and non-fiction genres. 
Students also continue to develop their individual written and spoken voices, devising and creating 
a range of analytical, creative, persuasive and expository texts for different contexts, audiences and 
purposes. 

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics provides students with access to important mathematical 
ideas, knowledge and skills that they will draw on in their personal and 
work lives. The curriculum also provides students, as life-long learners, 
with the basis on which further study and research in Mathematics and 
applications in many other fields are built.

Students will study number, measurement and geometry, statistics and probability, which 
are common aspects of most people’s mathematical experience in everyday personal, 
study and work situations. Equally important are the essential roles that algebra, functions 
and relations, logic, mathematical structure and working mathematically play in people’s 
understanding of the natural and human worlds, and the interaction between them.

The Year 9 Mathematics curriculum focuses on developing increasingly sophisticated 
and refined mathematical understanding, fluency, reasoning, modelling and problem-
solving. These capabilities enable students to respond to familiar and unfamiliar 
situations by employing mathematics to make informed decisions and solve 
problems efficiently.

SCIENCE

The Year 9 Science course will encompass units of study 
in each of Chemistry, Biology, Physics and Geology.

In Chemistry the units will cover atomic structure, 
metals, non-metals and metalloids and acids and bases. 
Several different reaction types will be investigated both 

theoretically and practically including corrosion, combustion, and acid 
reactions.

The Physics units will involve investigations of electric circuits and 
calculations of voltage, current and resistance. Practical applications 
will include electromagnets, motors, and generators. Heat, Light and 
Sound investigations, and their applications will also be covered. 

In Biology, the units of study will cover coordination of the human 
body (systems working together), disease (including the human 
immune system) and ecosystems.

In Geology, plate tectonics will be investigated and used to 
explain geologic activity on the Earth.

As part of the Year 9 Science, all students will be required to 
plan, design, conduct and report on a practical investigation 
in an area of interest.
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION

Throughout the Health and Physical 
Education course students are 
provided opportunities to develop 
skills, self-efficacy and positively 
influence, their own and others’ 

health and wellbeing.

Integral to Health and Physical Education is the 
acquisition of movement skills, concepts and strategies 
to enable students to confidently, competently and 
creatively participate in a range of physical activities. As a 
foundation for lifelong physical activity participation and 
enhanced performance, students develop proficiency 
in movement skills and physical activities. In doing so, 
they develop an appreciation of the significance of 
physical activity and sport in Australian society and their 
individual lives. 

Healthy, active living includes physical fitness, healthy 
body weight, social and psychological wellbeing. 
Throughout the Health component of this course we 
focus on the development of Health as a wholistic 
concept, not just physical fitness. Topics covered in the 
Health component of this course include:

• Drugs & Alcohol
• Nutrition
• Safe partying
• First Aid
• Physical Activity Assessment
• Respectful relationships

Assessment includes:

• a review of the practical activity that has been 
the emphasis of the term focusing on: Teamwork, 
Enthusiasm, and Tactical and Skill Development.

• Research assignments
• Presentations

FAITH & WELLBEING

The Year 9 Faith and Wellbeing 
program involves a dedicated 
period every week, developing 
the skills that will help students to 
approach life in a way that values 
compassion, curiosity, inclusion, 

optimism, and confidence.

Feeling safe at school and recognising that you are a 
valued member of a community is important for student 
wellbeing, as well as ensuring that students can learn 
most effectively. A combination of circle activities and 
discussions help to foster positive relationships between 
students.

Personal development sessions focus on time-
management, goal setting, resume writing and interview 
techniques. Other classes focus on age-appropriate 
topics including respectful relationships, alcohol and 
other drugs, and cyber safety.

LANGUAGES

Year 9 Languages provide students 
with the opportunity to consolidate 
their learning in their chosen 
language: French or Japanese This 
is a period of language exploration 
and vocabulary expansion, and of 

experimentation with different modes of communication. 
Increasing control of language structures and systems 
builds confidence and interest in communicating in a 
wider range of contexts. Students use their second 
language to communicate and interact, to access and 
exchange information, to express feelings and opinions, 
to participate in imaginative and creative experiences, 
and to design, interpret and analyse a range of texts 
and experiences. They use their second language more 
fluently, with a greater degree of self-correction and 
repair. They reference the accuracy of their language use 
against a stronger frame of grammatical and systems 
knowledge, demonstrating greater understanding of 
language variation and change. Language learning also 
draws meaningfully on intercultural experience in line 
with the Victorian Curriculum: 

FRENCH
In French students study the topics of: variations 
in French and Australian towns, friendships and 
relationship, good health and eating well, media and 
news article writing, famous people and biographies, 
and sustainability. Students also study culturally: cinema, 
sport, cuisine and literature.

JAPANESE
In Japanese students study the topics of: Traditional 
festivals and celebrations in Japan, important milestones 
in their lives, nationalities of the world and the links 
between languages and countries, healthy eating and 
fast food, and how to shop in Japanese department 
stores. Student’s also study culturally: Japanese anime, 
cuisine, school lifestyles
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POP-UP

An entrepreneurial experience providing students an opportunity to gain 
barista skills, financial literacy and creative arts skills. Students work as a team 
to produce goods and services that are showcased at Balcombe’s STRIVE 
Showcase evening. 

SHOW AND TELL

A collaborative and ethical experience where students choose an area of 
the production process on which to focus, culminating in the delivery of a 
performance and a short awareness film on topics that matter to them. 

OUR PLACE

An exploration experience providing our students with the 
opportunity to explore the story of ‘Our Place’ from Point Nepean 
to Melbourne. Students determine the value of Our Place from 
its First Nation’s origins to today. Culminating in a mock political 
campaign driven by the need to preserve ‘Our Place’ with an 
‘election’ that is held at our STRIVE Showcase evening.

STEM

This innovative experience sees students collaborating 
with teachers and peers to develop an engineering 
challenge using the VEX V5 robot to solve a problem 
or demonstrate an electrical scientific concept. 
Their solution is presented at our STRIVE Showcase 
evening.
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TERMLY EXPERIENCES

Year 9 students will experience one STRIVE unit per term.

TERM 1 
STRIVE UNITS

Group 1 - Pop Up
Group 2 - Show and Tell

Group 3 - Our Place
Group 4 - STEM

TERM 2
STRIVE UNITS

Group 1 - Show and Tell
Group 2 - Our Place

Group 3 - STEM
Group 4 - Pop Up

TERM 3
STRIVE UNITS

Group 1 - Our Place
Group 2 - STEM

Group 3 - Pop Up
Group 4 - Show and Tell

TERM 4
STRIVE UNITS

Group 1 - STEM
Group 2 - Pop Up

Group 3 - Show and Tell
Group 4 - Our Place



MARKET 
TRADER

PRO
FICIENT

BARISTA

MERGING

BARISTA

EVELOPING

BARISTA

ONSOLIDATING

BARISTA

ROFICIENT

BARISTA

XTENDED

INVESTIGATING 
& DEFINING

EMERGING

INVESTIGATING 
& DEFINING

DEV
ELOPING

INVESTIGATING 
& DEFINING

PRO
FICIENT

DESIGN & 
DEVELOPMENT

EMERGING

DESIGN & 
DEVELOPMENT

DEV
ELOPING

DESIGN & 
DEVELOPMENT

PRO
FICIENT

PRODUCTION

EMERGING

PRODUCTION

DEV
ELOPING

PRODUCTION

PRO
FICIENT
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Students will work through food-handling and barista courses 
in preparation for running the Pop-Up Market. All students will 
have the opportunity to work in the busy Pop-Up Cafe, serving 
parents, staff and students tasty toasties, coffees and hot 
chocolates. The program allows students to plan, budget, 
organise and run their own micro-business, developing 
authentic financial literacy skills along the way. Students 
will put the design process into action, consider the 
materials and processes used, including recycling and 
up-cycling opportunities, and learn how to use visual 
communication to help sell their products. The variety 
of activities taps into student interest to increase their 
personal investment in the learning. The possibilities 
are endless, but may include screen printing, 
ceramics, woodwork, or creating pieces of art to 
sell. The unit will conclude with a market night for 
parents, staff and students. In this way, students 
have a clear goal and deadline to keep them 
focused and motivated.
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• Commerce

• Art & Design

• Sustainability

• Critical & Creativity Capability
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MEDIA SKILLS

EMERGING

MEDIA SKILLS

DEV
ELOPING

MEDIA SKILLS

PRO
FICIENT

PERFORMANCE 
SKILLS

EMERGING

PERFORMANCE 
SKILLS

DEV
ELOPING

PERFORMANCE 
SKILLS

PRO
FICIENT

PRODUCTION 
DESIGN

EMERGING

PRODUCTION 
DESIGN

DEV
ELOPING

PRODUCTION 
DESIGN

PRO
FICIENT

MEDIA 
PRODUCTION

EMERGING

MEDIA 
PRODUCTION

DEV
ELOPING

MEDIA 
PRODUCTION

PRO
FICIENT



Students work in collaboration with 
teachers to learn the Production skills 
to plan, rehearse, and stage a one act 
play. They also learn how to select or 
compose a music piece to accompany and 
compliment both a documentary film and 
the chosen play. 

Following the introduction of the 
knowledge of the theatrical production 
process, students then have agency by 
choosing their own area of interest to 
design and apply their skills to assist 
in the production of their chosen play. 
Production roles include:

• Directing

• Acting

• Lighting and Sound control

• Costume and Make-up design 

• Set and Prop design

• Music and soundtrack production (both 
instrument and digital)

• Marketing and Publicity of a play - 
Poster, Program and Web design

• Cinematography and Editing skills - 
green screen scenes within the play 
and a Behind the Scenes videography 
of the process

• Photography skills - for publicity and 
creating own portfolio 
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Along with the play, students embark 
on a Media investigation of the concept 
of M.E.S.H, and learn film making and 
editing skills to devise a documentary 
film on an issue they are passionate 
about. M.E.S.H stands for Media Literacy, 
Ethics, Sociology and History. Through 
this investigation, students learn how 
the media can create awareness of the 
global, community and environmental 
issues that we face today. Students are 
encouraged to research their chosen 
issue, make contact and interview possible 
stake holders and end with a positive 
action, providing (agency) choice in the 
documentary making process. 

Parents, peers, staff, and the community 
are all invited to view the play in 
performance, and the documentary films, 
to see the results of the students’ work in 
action at the end of the unit. 

All students will have the opportunity 
to receive digital credentialling through 
evidencing valuable transferable skills 
practiced in this unit.  Skills such as 
research, critical thinking, communication, 
creativity, collaboration and application of 
skills.

•   Performing Arts
•   Drama
•   Music
•   Media
•   Ethical Capability
•   Personal and Social Capability



20   |   YEAR 9 HANDBOOK 2023

FOOD FOREVER

EMERGING

FOOD FOREVER

DEV
ELOPING

FOOD FOREVER

PRO
FICIENT

GLOBAL 
CHALLENGE

EMERGING

GLOBAL 
CHALLENGE

DEV
ELOPING

GLOBAL 
CHALLENGE

PRO
FICIENT

FUTURE 
PLANNING

EMERGING

FUTURE 
PLANNING

DEV
ELOPING

FUTURE 
PLANNING

PRO
FICIENT

SUSTAINABILITY

MERGING

SUSTAINABILITY

EVELOPING

SUSTAINABILITY

ROFICIENT

SOCIAL 
JUSTICE

MERGING

SOCIAL 
JUSTICE

EVELOPING

SOCIAL 
JUSTICE

ROFICIENT

CRITICAL 
HISTORY

EMERGING

CRITICAL 
HISTORY

DEV
ELOPING

CRITICAL 
HISTORY

PRO
FICIENT

CULTURAL
HISTORIAN

EMERGING

CULTURAL
HISTORIAN

DEV
ELOPING

CULTURAL
HISTORIAN

PRO
FICIENT

DIVERSITY

EMERGING

DIVERSITY

DEV
ELOPING

DIVERSITY

PRO
FICIENT

ACTIVE CITIZEN

MERGING

ACTIVE CITIZEN

EVELOPING

ACTIVE CITIZEN

ROFICIENT



Students will explore the geographic and historical story of 
‘Our Place’ from Point Nepean to Melbourne. Students will be 
challenged to engage with community leaders, natural sites, 
historical and cultural artifacts to determine the value of Our 
Place from its First Nation’s origins to today. 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of how ‘Our 
Place’ was used by the First Nations groups and explore 
the impact of European arrival on the land between 
Melbourne and Point Nepean. An exploration of 
World Wars and immigration will allow students to 
understand the deep impact of global events on 
our tiny corner of the world. In a journey across 
the entire Historical spectrum, students will also 
develop a strong Geographic understanding of the 
modern challenges of population growth and land 
development 

Student learning will culminate in a mock 
political campaign driven by the need to 
preserve ‘Our Place’ and holding an election 
held on the presentation evening.”  
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• History

• Geography

• Civics

• Intercultural Capability
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CODING

MERGING

CODING

EVELOPING

CODING

ROFICIENT

ELECTRONICS

MERGING

ELECTRONICS

EVELOPING

ELECTRONICS

ROFICIENT

ENGINEERING

EMERGING

ENGINEERING

DEV
ELOPING

ENGINEERING

PRO
FICIENT

MACHINES

MERGING

MACHINES

EVELOPING

MACHINES

ROFICIENT



Teams of students will be tasked with designing and building a 
robot to play against other teams that will culminate in a game-
based engineering challenge. This will require students to build 
their classroom STEM concepts while they develop lifelong 
abilities in teamwork, leadership, communications, and more.

Students will explore the design cycle, coding, simple 
machines, electronics, and potentially computer aided 
design in their journey toward mastering their robot. All 
of this will help prepare them for a future of Self Driving 
Vehicles and Artificial Intelligence, where the design 
and use of the digital, electrical and mechanical world 
increases year by year. 

The unit will culminate in the Balcombe VEX 
Championship. This will see the Grand Final event 
occur on the same evening as the Pop Up Market 
and Production evening.
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• Technology       
• Engineering
• Science
• Mathematics
•    Critical and Creative Thinking
•    Personal and Social
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